BOLTON LADIES’ ROUNDERS LEAGUE 
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN POLICY
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Statement

Bolton Ladies Rounders League is a growing organisation working towards increasing the participation rates within the sport and is committed to creating great opportunities for players. Sport has a great influence on the way people live and can act as a tool to improve social inclusion and personal values of individuals, such as leadership and teamwork. To ensure that these qualities are enhanced and promoted throughout Rounders, it is important that all members of Bolton Ladies Rounders League and all participants place the welfare of themselves and others as a priority. This will ensure a safe and enjoyable environment for all.

In this document, it has been noted that it is not the responsibility of those individuals volunteering in Rounders to determine if abuse has taken place, but it is their responsibility to act upon and report any concerns. This document should be used as a guide for how to act within any situations where concerns arise and includes contacts for relevant other organisations where information needs to be passed on. Bolton Ladies Rounders League is committed to ensuring that everyone who participates in Rounders has a safe and positive experience.

	EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

	Police
Safeguarding Children Unit
(Greater Manchester)
	101

	Bolton Council
Safeguarding Children Service
	Listed in the Directory
or  01204 331500
and ask for the
Duty Social Worker

	Emergency Duty Team
(out of hours)
	01204 337777

	Angie Hill
(Designated Person)
	07949 034358

	Childline
	01204 665208
or   07949 034358

	NSPCC
(24 hour helpline)
	0800 1111

	Barnardos  (helpline)
	0800 800 5000



SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS
Everyone in rounders: 
• Must not abuse, neglect, discriminate against, bully or otherwise harm a child or act in a way that may be interpreted as such. 
• Must be a positive role model, act with integrity and uphold the Bolton Ladies Rounders League values and behaviours and help to create a safe, inclusive environment for all children. 
• Accept responsibility to implement procedures to provide a duty of care for young people, safeguard their well-being and protect them from abuse. 
• Respect and promote the rights, wishes and feelings of young people.
• Respond to and take appropriate action of any complaints about poor practice or allegations of abuse. 
• Abide by this policy as a condition of membership, this applies to All team members, clubs and affiliated members. 
• Must provide procedures to safeguard the wellbeing of all participants and protect them from abuse and adopt and implement the Safeguarding Children Policy. 
• Must report any concerns to the Safeguarding Welfare Officer of Bolton Ladies Rounders League.


Equality Policy
Bolton Ladies Rounders League recognises the additional vulnerability of some children and the extra barriers they face to getting help. Bolton Ladies Rounders League aims to ensure that all people, irrespective of: Age, Disability, Gender Reassignment, Marriage, Civil Partnership, Pregnancy, Race, Religion or Belief, have an equal opportunity to take part in Rounders at all levels and roles. These are the nine ‘protected characteristics’ included in the Equality Act 2010. Bolton Ladies Rounders League will not tolerate any form of discrimination. All incidents of abuse should be reported and will be investigated, Bolton Ladies Rounders League will take every opportunity to be proactive in promoting equality in the sport.



Principles & Legislation
The guidance given in the procedures is based on the following principles and legislation. 
• The child’s welfare is paramount. 
• This policy recognises and builds on the legal and statutory definitions of a child.
• A young person is recognised as being under the age of 18 years 
(Children Act 1989 definition) 
• An adult has the moral and statutory duty for the care of any child under the age of 18 under their supervision. 
• All young people have the right to protection from abuse.
• All concerns about abuse or poor practice will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and appropriately. 
• All young people have the right to participate in Rounders in an enjoyable and safe environment. 
• Young people have the right to expect appropriate support in accordance with their personal and social development about their involvement in the sport of Rounders. 

• It is the responsibility of the Statutory authorities to determine whether abuse has taken place, but it is everyone’s responsibility to report any concerns. 

• Confidentiality should be upheld in line with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018 and the Human Rights Act 2000. When a child is at risk of significant harm, any information held by Bolton Ladies Rounders League will be used to keep a child safe. 

• Information will be shared on a need-to-know basis and where relevant.




BREACHES OF THIS POLICY 

Bolton Ladies Rounders League will take Safeguarding Disciplinary Action where an organisation / person whom they have jurisdiction over is found to have harmed the safety and/or welfare of a child in rounders, or whose conduct (whether in rounders or not) is deemed to pose an actual or potential risk of harm to the safety and/or welfare of a child in rounders. All breaches of this policy will be taken extremely seriously and may result in dismissal, prohibition from Safeguarding Children Policy 2023-26 11 12 Safeguarding Children Policy 2023-26 attending or participating in Bolton Ladies Rounders League governed activities and/or legal action. Breaches will be managed by the Bolton Ladies Rounders League Safeguarding committee led by the Welfare Officer.

Updated by:
Debbie Hargreaves
Bolton Ladies Rounders League Secretary
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	Angie Hill	                                          Glenda Parkinson
Designated Person                  	League Chairman


Safeguarding young players is the responsibility of both the teams and this committee. All junior teams must be supervised and coached. Parents and guardians of young players must be informed by adult officials of that team that this is a ‘Ladies’ rounders league and as such games may take longer to complete, young players may be hit by hard thrown balls, and they also can be obstructed by persons larger than themselves. All steps are taken by this league to safeguard young players, but all players play at their own risk.
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